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REPORT ON A RESTRICTED DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITY APPLICATION TO
UNDERTAKE WORKS IN RELATION TO A TREE SUBJECT TO THE GENERAL TREE
PROTECTION RULE (5C.7.3.3C) OF THE AUCKLAND CITY OPERATIVE DISTRICT
PLAN 1999 - ISTHMUS SECTION

To Aruna Pillay - Team Leader
From Grant Sirl - Arborist
Reference LUC20070272301

Applicant and Property Details

Site Address 143 Queens Road, Panmure
(Outside National Bank)

Applicant’s Name Auckland City Council - Community Planning

Address for Service Helen Mellsop - Community Planning, Private Bag 92516 ,
1 Greys Avenue, Auckland

Zoning Business 2

The Proposal

The applicant proposes to remove a Pohutukawa tree. The removal of the juvenile
Pohutukawa tree is requested to facilitate the continuation of the refurbishment of Queens
Road, Panmure.

Reasons for the Application

The proposal involves the removal of a generally protected Pohutukawa tree located at 143
Queens Road, Panmure. Restricted discretionary activity consent is required pursuant to
Rule 5C.7.3.3C of the Auckland City Operative District Plan 1999 — Isthmus Section (“District
Plan™).

Sections 93 and 94

Section 93 of the Resource Management Act 1991 provides for public notification of
applications unless the consent authority is satisfied that adverse effects of the activity on
the environment will be minor. Notwithstanding this, Section 94D(2) and (3) states that
public notification and service of notice is not required for a restricted discretionary activity
if a rule in a plan or proposed plan expressly provides that such an application does not
need to be notified or notice is not required to be served.

Pursuant to the District Plan, Rule 4.3.2.6 relating to discretionary activities provides for
certain activities to be considered without notification or the need to obtain the written
approval of or serve notice on affected persons.

Section 94C(2) states that an application may be publicly notified if special circumstances
exist, notwithstanding the satisfaction of the statutory tests that would allow for non-
notification. In this case there is nothing exceptional or unusual with the site or proposal and
therefore there are no special circumstances that would warrant notification of the
application.



Accordingly, pursuant to Section 94D, this application will be processed without notice.

Assessment (Section 104 of The Act)
5.1. Tree Specifications and Condition

Common Name: Pohutukawa "Springfire’
Botanical Name: Metrosideros excelsa 'cultivar'

Approximaie dimensions

Height: 5m Spread. 4m Girth: 820mm
Age
Juvenile / Semi-mature / Mature / Post-Mature
Good Fair Poor Declining Dead Hazardous
Form ¥
Canopy )
Branch wl
Structure
Trunk ¥
Root Zone Good Diseased Damaged Restricted Backfilled Stability Affected
5.2. District Plan Assessment

The purpose of this control is to ensure that the existing general tree cover within the City is
retained wherever possible, and fo reduce the risk of serious or irreparable damage being
done to the local environment through unnecessary or undesirable tree removal.

Critesia Met Ma g"e:f'i#;'
Tree removal necessary to provide a practicable building platform, access, ¥
parking area
Works necessary to install engineering services to the site ¥
No practical altemative methods available that would allow the trees to be )
retained
The tree(s) are unable to be relocated vy
Visual and physical amenity of the site will be maintained ¥
Replacement planting will mitigate the effects of the removal of the tree Y N
The tree(s) or part of the tree is structurally unsound ¥
The payment of a bond will ensure that the tree(s) is not damaged or ¥
destroyed during the works period
Protective fencing will be placed around the dripline of the tree for the ¥
duration of the works >
Previous applications made in respect of the land involved consideration of ¥
tfreescape conservation
The actions of the applicant in regard to the tree v
The removal of the tree would be beneficial to the health and growth of J

existing, more appropriate trees on the site taking into account the size,
appearance, health and condition of those existing trees

Works will be undertaken in accordance with Annexure 5 of the District Plan




Comments:

The Pohutukawa tree (Springfire variety) in question is situated outside the Nationa! Bank at 143
Queens Road, Panmure. Observing the position of the tree one would think the specimenis a
Council street tree. However the tree is actually located upan private land within the bounds of the
site boundaries of 143 Queens Road. Council have however maintained the tree and could very well
have been responsible for the planting of the tree in the first instance. The property owner has
provided their written approval for the removal of the Pohutukawa tree for Council observation.

The removal of the Pohutukawa tree is sought to enable the refurbishment of the main street of
Panmure {o continue as proposed. Stage 1 of the Queens Road upgrade has been completed with
stage 2 presently in progress.

The tree itself is a specimen of average form. The growth of the tree is being impeded by a pergola
like structure, which the crown is presently growing through, and furthermore the rather restrictive
planting surrounds the tree is presently encased within. Given the juvenile status of the tree it is
inevitable disturbances and further conflict with surrounding structures, either existing or proposed,
would occur. Relocating the tree would necessitate removing a part of the pergola structure to
enable the tree to be exiracted from the area and this is deemed not a practical alternative option.
The planting of the tree in its present locality in the first instance may have not been the most
appropriate option despite the tree species being a smaller growing variety of the Metrosideros
species.

With the intention to retain an established Titoki tree, which is situated to the east of the main
entrance to the bank and the subject tree respectively, and plant additional species within the bounds
of the Council footpath it is deemed the removal of the Pohutukawa can be appropriately mitigated.

5.3  Other Matters — Lapsing of Consent

Pursuant to s125 of the Resource Management Act 1991, it is considered appropriate to limit
the time in which to give effect to this consent to two years. Council considers that because
trees are living organisms, two years is an appropriate timeframe in which to undertake the
works. A longer period is inappropriate as the tree could grow significantly within this time.

Recommendation
That for the following reasons (and subject to conditions), this application be granted

consent.

Signed

/.}’Dw Dated: 24/04/07

Gfant Sir=Arborist




